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Fall 2018 
First-Year Writing: 
Writing, Speaking, Thinking 
 
HUM 101 
Sect. 023 – Tue/Fri: 1pm – 2:20pm, Faculty Memorial Hall (FMH) 203   
Sect. 081 – Tue/Fri: 2:30pm – 3:50pm, Faculty Memorial Hall (FMH) 407 
Instructor:  
Mark Asch  
asch@njit.edu  
Office Hours: By appointment. 
 
Course Description 
HUM 101 is an introduction to college-level writing. In this course, students are introduced to 
writing’s rhetorical dimensions; they are asked to consider the purpose, audience, occasion, and 
genre that are called for in a variety of writing, speaking, or visual assignments. The course also 
focuses on the writing processes, asking students to brainstorm topics, to write drafts, and to 
revise their writing based on reflection and peer feedback. Writing and reading go hand-in-hand, 
so students are asked to read challenging articles, essays, and prose, and to consider paintings, 
films, or other visual compositions. Academic writing begins from the assumption that written, 
visual, and spoken texts can be in conversation with each other. Thus, the readings serve as both 
models of effective communication and as beginning places for students’ own arguments and 
analyses. 
 
Prerequisites 
Permission of the Humanities Department is required. Entrance is determined by placement 
score or completion of HUM 099 with a grade of C or better. 
 
Course Goals 
During this course you will: 
● Gain knowledge of writing’s rhetorical dimensions 
● Use writing as a tool for critical thinking and reflection 
● Practice writing as a process by using various brainstorming, invention, revision, and 
editing strategies 
● Write in several genres that utilize analysis, reflection, narrative, critique, and argument 
skills  
● Practice using the conventions of written, spoken, and visual composition 
● Practice writing and creating in digital environments 
Required Texts 
This course uses an OAT (Open Affordable Textbook). An “open” textbook means that its 
authors have made it free to own, share, and adapt for non-commercial purposes. Instead of 
having to buy it, you can just read it online, download it to an electronic device (like a computer 
or e-reader), or print out some or all of it. The book for this course is Writer’s Handbook. 
Required and/or Supplementary Reading Materials 
Open Educational Resources (OER) will be utilized. All course materials (readings, videos, 
podcasts, images, etc.) will be available via web link or for download from the course Moodle 
page.  
Assignments & Assessment 
Your grade breakdown is as follows: 
 
Attendance /Participation /HW 30% 
Essay 1 20% 
Essay 2 20% 
Essay 3 20% 
Oral Presentation 10% 
 
Work will be evaluated according to the university’s grading scale. 
A = 100-
90 
B+ = 
89=87 
B = 86-80 C+ = 79-
77 
C = 76-70 D = 69-60 F = 59-0 
Attendance 
Attendance is critical to your success in this class, no less than it is in the professional world. At 
a minimum, this means showing up on time, being prepared, and contributing to class 
discussions. Your level of engagement with the material will subsequently impact how much you 
get from the class. 
 
We have a participation grade in this class; it will prove difficult to participate if you do not 
attend. Therefore, you may miss up to one week of class without penalty; every subsequent 
unexcused absence will result in the deduction of participation points. Per university policy, 
students who expect to miss class for religious observances must submit to their instructors, by 
the end of the second week of classes (September 14, 2018), a written list of dates that will be 
missed. NJIT athletes should also contact me in advance if your fall schedule will involve 
frequent and disruptive off-campus travel. Students are expected to make up missed work. 
Participation in class activities and workshops will contribute to your knowledge, skillset, and 
performance and cannot be demonstrated by chronic absence. More than six unexcused absences 
(three weeks of the course) can result in the automatic failure of the course. 
 
NB: Attendance on presentation days is mandatory. (See syllabus for dates.) If you know in 
advance that you will miss one of these days, please get in touch with me to arrange an 
alternative solution. 
 
Assignment Submission 
Nightly homework assignments will count significantly toward your participation grade. All 
assignments must be submitted through Moodle—I will not accept emailed work. In addition, 
you are expected to bring a typed hard copy of the assignment into class, as you’ll often be peer-
reviewing each other’s work. Specific formatting guidelines will vary according to each 
assignment, so please follow the explicit guidelines found on individual assignment sheets. 
 
Assignments are due at the beginning of class. Late class work and homework will only be 
accepted if your absence is excused. Should you know in advance that you have having trouble 
completing an assignment, please see me. 
 
Technology 
If you need to get a hold of me email is my preferred method. Remember to maintain an 
appropriate tone in all school-related correspondence. This means to include an appropriate 
SUBJECT line and your NAME in all emails. I will not respond to emails that do not include the 
sender’s name. 
 
Cell phones should not be used during class. Please set them to silent as a courtesy to your 
classmates and instructor.  
 
We will be writing in every class. Please come prepared for every class with your preferred 
writing materials. For some of you, this will mean your laptop or tablet; others may prefer to use 
a dedicated notebook and write these assignments by hand. You will not write on your phone in 
this class.   
 
Feel free to use laptops to take notes during class. Please show respect for your fellow classmates 
and for me: no Facebook, emailing, web browsing, online shopping, streaming, other 
schoolwork, et cetera. This policy may be changed if I determine it necessary.  
NJIT University Code on Academic Integrity 
The New Jersey Institute of Technology is an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge 
through teaching and research. We expect our graduates to assume positions of leadership within 
their professions and communities. Honesty in your academic work will develop into 
professional integrity.  
 
The NJIT Code of Academic Integrity embodies a spirit of mutual trust and intellectual honesty 
that is central to the very nature of the university and represents the highest possible expression 
of shared values among the members of the university community.  
 
All assignments submitted shall be considered "graded work" and all aspects of your coursework 
are covered by the Code on Academic Integrity. All projects and homework assignments are to 
be completed individually unless otherwise specified.  
 
The full text of the NJIT University Code on Academic Integrity can be found at 
www.njit.edu/education/pdf/academic-integrity-code-pdf. 
 
Special Needs 
Every attempt will be made to accommodate qualified students with disabilities. If you are a 
student with a documented disability, please see me as early in the semester as possible to 
discuss the necessary accommodations, and/or contact Student Disability Services at 973-596-
3420. 
 
Additionally, please be aware of the NJIT Center for Counseling and Psychological Services, 
located in Campbell Hall, Room 205. 
 
The Writing Center  
The Writing Center (G17 Central King Building) is available for one-hour individual and group 
appointments with professional writing tutors both onsite and online. This resource is intended to 
help you improve your communication and writing skills. Tutors can help with planning 
assignments, improving your writing, refining an essay or multimedia project, or other 
communication-based needs. For more information, please visit  
http://www5.njit.edu/writingcenter/schedule-writing-center-appointment/  
 
Course Schedule 
Topics, readings and assignments on the schedule below are subject to change; the syllabus will 
be updated throughout the semester. All changes will be communicated verbally in class and via 
an updated schedule posted to Moodle. 
 
SEMESTER SCHEDULE 
For assigned readings: WH = Writer’s Handbook, MDL = Moodle 
 
Unit One: Introduction to College Writing 
Week 
1 
Tue, 
9/4 
Course Overview 
Fri, 
9/7 
Due: (Reading):“Preface to Students” and “Ch. 1 Writing to Think and 
Writing to Learn” (WH).  (Writing): Assignment TBA. (MDL) 
Week 
2 
Tue, 
9/11 
Due: (Reading): “Ch. 2: Becoming a Critical Reader” (WH). Everyone’s an 
Author Ch. 3: “Reading Rhetorically.” (MDL) (Writing): Assignment TBA. 
(MDL)  
Fri, 
9/14 
Due: (Reading): “Ch. 4: Joining the Conversation” (WH). Everyone’s an 
Author Ch. 2: “Rhetorical Situations.” (MDL) (Writing): Assignment TBA. 
(MDL) 
Week 
3 
Tue, 
9/18 
Due: (Reading): “Ch. 11: Academic Writing” (WH). Levy’s “Thanksgiving in 
Mongolia” (MDL). (Writing): Assignment TBA. (MDL) 
Fri, 
9/21 
Due: (Reading): Dasbender’s “Critical Thinking in College Writing” (MDL) and 
Merton’s “Rain and the Rhinoceros” (MDL). (Writing):  Assignment TBA. 
(MDL) 
 Unit Two Topic: Language and Identity 
Week 
4 
Tue, 
9/25 
Due: (Reading): Lessner and Craig’s “Finding Your Way In” and Anzaldύa’s 
“How to Tame a Wild Tongue” (MDL). (Writing): Assignment TBA. (MDL) 
Fri, 
9/28 
Due: (Reading): Shen’s “The Classroom and the Wider Culture” and Tan’s 
“Mother Tongue” (MDL). (Writing): Assignment TBA. (MDL) 
Week 
5 
Tue, 
10/2 
Due: (Reading): Silko’s “Language and Literature from a Pueblo Indian 
Perspective” and Malcom X’s “Coming to an Awareness of Language” (MDL). 
(Writing): Assignment TBA. (MDL) 
Fri, 
10/5 
Due: (Reading): Lamott’s “Shitty First Drafts,” (MDL) and “Ch. 5: Planning” 
(WH). (Writing): Essay Project 1- exploratory draft due 
Week 
6 
Tue, 
10/9 
Due: (Reading): “Ch. 6: Drafting” (WH). (Writing): Essay Project 1- middle 
draft due 
Fri, 
10/12 
(Writing): Essay Project 1- full draft due 
 Unit Three: Discourse Community Ethnography 
 
Week 
7 
Tue, 
10/16 
Due: (Reading): Swales’s “The Concept of Discourse Community” (MDL). 
(Writing): Final copy of Essay Project 1 due. 
Fri, 
10/19 
Due: (Reading): Grant-Davie’s “Rhetorical Situations and Their Constituents”  
and Mirabelli’s “Learning to Serve: The Language and Literacy of Food 
Service Workers” (MDL). (Writing): Assignment TBA. (MDL) 
Week  
8 
Tue, 
10/23 
Due: (Reading): Porter’s “Intertextuality and the Discourse Community” and 
Klass’s “Learning the Language”  (MDL). (Writing): Assignment TBA. (MDL) 
Fri, 
10/26 
Due: (Reading): Gehl’s “Power/freedom on the dark web: A digital 
ethnography of the Dark Web Social Network” and Branick’s “Coaches Can 
Read, Too: An Ethnographic Study of a Football Coaching Discourse 
Community” (MDL). (Writing): Assignment TBA. (MDL) 
Week 
9 
Tue, 
10/30 
Due: (Reading): “Ch. 3: Thinking through the Disciplines” and “Appendix B: A 
Guide to Research and Documentation” (WH). (Writing):  Essay Project 2- 
exploratory draft due. 
Fri, 
11/2 
Due: (Reading): “Ch. 8: Revising” (WH). Murray’s “Making Meaning Clear” 
(MDL). (Writing): Assignment TBA. (MDL) 
Week 
10 
Tue, 
11/6 
Due: (Writing): Essay Project 2- middle draft due. 
 Unit Four: Scientific and Mass-Media Writing 
Week 
10  
Fri, 
11/9 
Due: (Reading): McComas’s “Ten Myths of Science: Reexamining What We 
Think We Know About the Nature of Science” and Fahnestock’s 
“Accommodating Science: The Rhetorical Life of Scientific Facts”. (Writing): 
Assignment TBA. (MDL) 
Week 
11 
Tue, 
11/13 
Due: (Reading): Quito’s “An MIT physicist analyzes Stephen Curry’s 
‘impossible’ game-winning three-point shot,” Cowen’s “The Mathematics of 
Basketball” and Skinner’s “The Price of Anarchy in Basketball”. (Writing): 
Final copy of Essay Project 2 due.  
Fri, 
11/16 
Due: (Reading): Lanchester’s “When Bitcoin Grows Up” (MDL). (Writing): 
Assignment TBA. (MDL) 
Week 
12 
Tue, 
11/20 
Thanksgiving Week – no class meeting 
Fri, 
11/23 
Thanksgiving Break – no class meeting 
Week 
13 
Tue, 
11/27 
Due: (Reading): In WH: Ch. 15-20 (begin; due 11/30). Moxley’s “Provide 
Metalanguage to Highlight Your Organization”; Jan Kamps’s “This flappy 
bird-drone keeps airports safe” by Haje Jan Kamps and Straatman’s 
“Developing an autopilot for the peregrine falcon Robird” (MDL). (Writing): 
Essay Project 3- exploratory draft due. 
Fri, 
11/30 
Due: (Reading): In WH: Ch. 15-20 (completed). (Writing): Essay Project 3- 
middle draft due.  
Week 
14 
Tue, 
12/4 
Due: (Reading): (Reading): “Ch. 9: Designing” and “Ch. 10: Publishing” (WH). 
(Writing): Essay Project 3- revised draft due.  
 Unit Five: Presentations 
Week 
14 
Fri, 
12/7 
*Presentations in Class* 
Week 
15 
Tue, 
12/11 
Due: (Writing):  Final copy of Essay Project 3 due. 
*Presentations in Class* 
 
 
